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Introduction:
1. I start off by sharing a pivotal learning experience for myself that has

shaped my entire perspective on designing learning experiences and
environments for my learners.  Reflect on your own learning experiences. Is
there one that stands out to you as having been especially pivotal? How
has that shaped your work as an educator?

2. My student commented: “We don’t need school, we just need learning”.

How would you define the difference between these two things?

3. From page 14:

In his book Distance Learning Playbook, John Hattie tells us the following:

“It’s hard to imagine that simply completing a bunch of random tasks will
cause learning. If school is reduced to a checklist of things to do, students
may complete  those tasks without developing a deep understanding of
their own learning and the purpose or relevance of that learning.” (Hattie,
et al. Distance Learning Playbook, pg 80)

What resonates with you about this statement?

Chapter 1: You know what they say about hindsight….
1. Reflect back on your own teaching journey for a moment. If we don’t look

back and cringe a bit at what we used to do, I would argue that we haven’t
grown very much. What makes you cringe about your past teaching
practice? What instructional practices did you hold to that you now have
rethought? What impact does that make on your teaching practice now?

2. What is your philosophy of assessment? Spend some time drafting a
written statement. What do you believe about assessment? About
evaluation? About grades? Really distill it down – and then reflect: how
does this impact the way you design instruction?

Chapter 2: What’s with the obsession with grades, anyway?
1. What do you attach importance to in your classroom? How does this

impact your students’ behaviour?
2. Upon reflection, do you have a reward culture in your classroom? In what

ways is it successful? In what ways might it be harmful?
3. What do you believe about 100%?



Chapter 3: Why changing the way we’re teaching isn’t enough

1. “I don’t think you’re assessing what you think you’re assessing”. This phrase
is the core of this chapter, and in some ways, the foundation of the book.
Does this phrase resonate with you? Consider the list of questions found on
pg 44. Choose one to reflect on in your current teaching practice. Choose
an assessment that you’ve done recently, and reflect on the why and the
how and the when of it.  Consider these answers as you continue to reflect
on the ideas about assessment in this chapter and the chapters to come.

Chapter 4: Living the Dream: What assessment and evaluation could and
should be

1. If you could design a dream ‘markbook’, what would it look like? Dream big
here. Write your ideas down, create sketches of it. Share your dream with a
colleague. What you dream up here will show you what you dream your
assessment and evaluation could be – and perhaps how far away from
where it COULD be. Remember, what we believe about assessment drives
our instructional practices. Take some time to write out what YOU believe
about assessment. Share your statement with a colleague. Write it in your
daybook. Consider it’s impact on your instructional practices.

Chapter 5: That all sounds great, but….
1. What are the roadblocks that you see in changing your teaching and

assessment practices? Do the ones listed on page 60 resonate with you?
What might you add to this list?

Chapter 6: Into the starting blocks
1. In this chapter I give several starting points for reimagining assessment in

your classroom. Which one of them stands out to you as a feasible starting
point? Maybe you’re already on your journey…where did you start? Share
you starting block story with a colleague. Consider reflecting on it in a
journal or a blogpost, if you’re a writer.  One of the things I love is creating a
visual road map.  Consider taking a piece of blank paper and a few markers
and drawing a road map. Where are you now? Where would you like to get
to? Now, map out what steps you might take in between to further you on
your journey. Post your road map in your classroom to inspire you to keep
going.

(Chapter 7: This is for you too, Math Teachers.
This where I pause and simply encourage all the math teachers in the room that
this applies to mathematics classrooms too! You can revolutionize the way you
assess mathematics, and in turn, boldly take your math classroom in new and
empowering directions. )

Chapter 8: Letting go of School, and Embracing Learning
1. Audit your classroom. What things would you love to let go of? Do you

resonate with the list on pg 88? Take some time to consider where your
classroom is right now? And then, decide where you want it to go. Write
down what you’d like to get rid of, and what you want to embrace.
Consider sharing this journey with a colleague or a trusted friend that will
encourage you to take the first step.


